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Instructive Booklets 


In addition to the MESSAGE you should 
by all means read the following booklets. 
Each booklet is a complete subject of itself. 
The Bible is made understandable and in- 
teresting to study. 


HISTORY or rae MEGIDDO MISSION 
Tue COMING or JESUS ano ELIJAH 
WHAT MUST WE DO TO BE SAVED? 
THE KINGDOM OF GOD 
THE GREAT APOSTASY 
AFTER DEATH, WHAT? 
HELL AND THE DEVIL 
SPIRITUAL CREATION 
THE HOLY SPIRIT 


THE SABBATH 
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Complete set $2.25 
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The Kingdom of God 


Pocket-size edition 


To the King—Jesus—the subject was 
vital: ‘ 


@ The “Kingdom of God” occurs 
over 100 times in the four Gospels 


@ Jesus taught his disciples to pray 
for the Kingdom to come 


@e He preached the Kingdom mes- 
sage throughout every city and 
village 


To Christians today the subject is 
equally as vital: 


@ They are pressing into it 
@ They are proselyting for it 
@ They are prevailing because of it 


What are you doing for the Kingdom 
cause? 


This book will help you inform 
your friends, neighbors, relatives 


@ When the Kingdom will come 
® How it will come 


@ Who can participate 


One copy 10 
One dozen copies 1.00 
er ee 5.00 


What Does the Bible 
Mean to You? 


You will find this eight-page leaflet a 
convenient way to create opportunities to 
discuss the truth on various Bible subjects. 
It contains brief and pithy answers to 15 
Biblical questions, some of which are: 


What is man’s nature? 

Is heaven to be our future home? 

Will Jesus return to earth? 

Is there a place of torment for the wicked? 
Who or what is the devil? 

Shall earth be destroyed? 

As a representative of true Bible teach- 


ings you cannot afford to be without these 
tracts. Send for a supply today. 


Price per 100 50 cents. 


God’s Good News 
Dear Sister: 

“As cold waters to a thirsty soul, so is 
good news from a far country.” And what 
could be better news than of God’s King- 
dom? When you look at a newspaper, you 
see hardly anything but “bad news,” but 
the Good Book is full of “good news” from 
cover to cover if people would just take the 
time to investigate it. If as much time were 
spent reading God’s good news as is spent 
in reading newspapers, there might not be 
so much bad news for the papers to print. 

With all the crime and violence that is 
prevalent throughout the whole world, it 
is comforting to read of a better time that 
is coming upon this earth. It will certainly 
take a strong power to clean up this earth’s 
wickedness. Man has tried to bring about 
peace for centuries but has been unable 
to do so. Nor will he ever be able to do it 
alone. Only a higher power can bring about 
the “Peace on earth” proclaimed by the an- 
gels so long ago. 

Yes, faith has always been a most im- 
portant virtue, for in the days before Christ, 
the prophets must have needed much of it 
to be able to look ahead, not only to His 
birth, but His reign on earth, certainly re- 
quired much faith. Jesus said that “Abra- 
ham rejoiced to see my day.” He saw it by 
faith only, but surely His faith must have 
been great to obey the Lord as he did. And 
it is this kind of a faith that we need to- 
day. Faith now is as important as then to 
bring us through much tribulation to the 
Kingdom of God. 


Crystal Beach, Fla. L. B. S. 


A Thankful Mother 
Dear Friend: 

I cannot begin to tell you how much I 
enjoy reading the Bible Lessons to Willard 
and teaching him with the wonderful stories 
and illustrations so carefully written for 
children. 

It is a pleasure to have these lessons to 
help him with, and I am truly grateful for 
your kindness and interest in sending them. 
This reminds me of the Bible verse, “Re- 
member now thy Creator in the days of thy 
youth, while the evil days come not, nor the 
years draw nigh, when thou shalt say: I 
have no pleasure in them” (Eccl. 12:1). 

Carrollton, Ohio Mrs. M. W. 


Deceased 
Dear Sir: 

’Tis with a heart of grief and sadness 
that I am reporting to you the death of my 
husband, Mr. Walter Hines. He passed 
away Nov. 21, 1958. 

I have been neglecting, I will admit, let- 
ting you know this. 

I will add a few more lines stating to you 
that he really enjoyed reading your MEs- 
SAGE and there was always much to be 
learned in them. 


Shreveport, La. Mrs. W. H. 
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The Marks of the Lord Jesus Christ 


“Wy AM a branded slave of Jesus Christ.” That is what 
] Paul meant when he used the phrase, “the marks of 
the Lord Jesus Christ.” He was not referring to the 
stigmata—the sacrificial markings from the crucifixion, 
nail marks in hands or feet, or the spear wound in the side 
of his Lord. 

There have been few men in the history of Christianity 

who have dared to say what Paul said. Just a few sen- 
tences before the words: “I bear in my body the marks 
of the Lord Jesus Christ,” Paul had spoken meaningfully 
of the cross of self-denial that had produced these marks: 
“But God forbid that I should glory, save in the cross of 
our Lord Jesus Christ, by whom the world is crucified 
unto me, and I unto the world” (Gal. 6:14). He gladly 
bore the cross of Jesus. He submitted to the cross of self- 
denial which crucified the world. to him and he to the 
world, and he even gloried in bearing that cross. 
’ Paul’s service record was one of complete dedication 
to the Master, far above and beyond the call of duty. He 
was truly Christ’s man, Christ’s servant, Christ’s slave, 
Christ’s soldier. There was nothing that he would not at- 
tempt for Christ. There was no group or individual that 
he would not face for Christ. He bore on his own body 
the marks of suffering that he received at the hand of 
his persecutors, of strenuous work, of exhausting labor, 
of difficult travel. And beside, he rendered his body a “liv- 
ing sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God’; he made no 
provision for the flesh to fulfill its desires in any way. 

The ancients spoke of the labors of Hercules; Chris- 
tians speak of that indomitable, magnificent little Jew, 
Paul of Tarsus. No journey was too perilous for that man. 
Paul never tried to spare himself, He never said, “Here 
am I Lord, but send someone else.” Paul never made 
excuses. Rather, he did his best, and left the result of his 
labors in the hands of God. His life was a perfect example 
of Christian service, and we can hear his battle cry sound- 
ing far ahead of the Christian army, “Forgetting what 
lies behind, and straining forward to what lies ahead, I 
press on toward the prize of the upward call of God, in 
Christ Jesus.” 

Do we look for the motive which drove him with irre- 
sistible power? It was the same for every apostle, and we 
should review it for the good of our own souls. It was for 
the hope of the reward of eternal life. Christ died to sin 
in the hope of obtaining for Himself the far more ex- 
ceeding and eternal weight of glory, and as an example 
to us that we might break with sin and live the good life 
and follow His example. “Likewise reckon ye also your- 
selves to be dead indeed unto sin, but alive unto God 
through Jesus Christ our Lord’’ (Rom, 6:11). 

The marks of the Lord Jesus, which meant so much to 
Paul, were the marks of self-denial, and self-effacement, 
and sacrifice for others. Christ died on the cross as the 
finishing act of a life fully surrendered to God. There 
was no other way that our Lord could accomplish the 
great divine purpose for which He came into the world, 
to be Example, Saviour, and King. Crucifixion can be in- 
terpreted adequately in a sentence which applies to every 
Christian. This is it: To save men, one must sacrifice 


oneself. This Jesus did. Paul, the follower of Christ, saw 
this with remarkable clarity. He sacrificed himself. There 
was no holding back, no avoidance of the difficult task, 
no detour from the rough road ahead of him. 

If Paul were speaking to the 20th century, we can im- 
agine him saying something like this: “I bear in my 
body the marks of the Lord Jesus Christ—the marks of 
sacrificial service. This is what my discipleship meant to 
me, and it should mean as much to you.” He would remind 
us, without boasting, “Of the Jews five times received I 
forty stripes save one. Thrice was I beaten with rods, 
once was I stoned, thrice I suffered shipwreck, a night 
and a day I have been in the deep; in journeyings often, in 
perils of waters, in perils of robbers, in perils of mine 
own countrymen, in perils by the heathen, in perils in 
the city, in perils in the wilderness, in perils in the sea, 
in perils among false brethren; in weariness and painful- 
ness, in watchings often, in cold and nakedness. Beside 
those things that are without, that which cometh upon me 
daily, the care of all the churches” (II Cor. 11: 23—28). 

“Why did I take all this suffering and self-denial? I was 
following my Lord, and for one purpose—that others 
might know Him, whom to know aright is life eternal; 
that their sins might be forgiven, and that they might re- 
ceive inheritance among all them that are sanctified 
through faith that is in Him. This gospel needs messen- 
gers, but they can only be volunteers. For that reason I 
volunteered. I wanted men to know their Saviour who 
led in the way to be like God. He left the continuance and 
the extension of that work to His disciples. I find myself 
in that number.” 

Now can you imagine the 20th century reply to Paul: 
“Now, really, Paul! Take it easy. Are you not going in 
for some heroics? Surely you do not mean us! Oh, it may 
have been all right away back then when Nero and people 
like that were around, but not in our day, Paul. Cer- 
tainly not! You really do not expect us to get excited 
about the way of the lowly Nazarene? Everything is dif- 
ferent today, Paul. Everyone seems to want security, not 
hardship; ease, not difficulty; a soft snap, not a terrific, 
driving insanity like your obsession, Paul. Come, come 
now, Paul, slow down, ease up. You need more rest and 
relaxation. Do not talk to us about being Christ’s slaves— 
that’s old-fashioned. We are a free people. We do as we 
please, and we greatly prefer to eat, drink and be merry. 
We deprecate your insistence upon self-sacrifice. Our con- 
temporary mood is that of a delightful indifference to the 
future.” 


Our Mark of Discipleship 


What of us, brethren? Has the gospel ceased to be a 
power in our lives? Can we say that we glory in the cross 
of self-denial, in the super-accomplishment of giving up 
the doing of the things that appeal to us the strongest in 
the hope of gaining for ourselves and others life in the 
world to come? Can we say that the law of God is more 
to us than our necessary food, of greater worth than thou- 
sands of gold and silver? Can we say we are all enthused 
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about our hope of future existence? Are we among those 
earnest souls who are “storming” their way into the 
Kingdom? Have we been bought with a price so that we 
are no longer our own; sold out completely to God, that 
becoming servants to Him, we may have our fruit unto 
holiness, and the end everlasting life? 

If bearing the marks of the Lord Jesus Christ we will 
not be bent on doing as we please. Jesus never did that. 
The thought of eating, drinking, and being merry, with 
no serious concern for the future, will be equally as dis- 
turbing to us as the thought of taking life, of stealing, or 
taking the name of our God in vain. And let us remember, 
carefree living will take life, and anything that can take 
our eternal life is of too great concern to be treated with 
indifference. 

If bearing the marks of Jesus, our desire for temporal 
security will not prompt us to choose the easy way, to 
take the line of least resistance and gamble with our fu- 
ture. The lowly Nazarene said: “If any man will come 
after me, let him deny himself, and take up his cross 
daily, and follow me” (Luke 9:23). We will realize the 
need to take up our cross every day. Not a day will pass 
but some trial will cross our pathway, and not a day will 
pass but we shall find it necessary to take up that cross, 
and war manfully against the flesh. The Book of God 
says: “The flesh lusteth against the Spirit, and the Spirit 
against the flesh, ... so that ye cannot do the things that 
ye would.” 

If we are bearing the marks of Jesus and following the 
pattern of the indomitable Paul, difficulty cannot dismay 
us, trials cannot deter us, for we will be aware that it is 
only “through much tribulation” that we shall enter the 
Kingdom (Rom. 14: 22). 

In a magazine article stressing the value of straight- 
forward advertizing, the author cited as an example, an 
ad that appeared in a London newspaper in 1900. The 
ad, signed by Sir Edward Shackelton, Arctic explorer, 
reads as follows: “Men wanted for hazardous journey. 
Small wages, bitter cold, long months of darkness, con- 
stant danger, safe return doubtful. Honor and recogni- 
tion in case of success.” 

The way of the cross is never easy; the journey of the 
alert Christian is always hazardous; darkness is always 
around; danger is always near, and we must always be- 
ware of the possibility of our failing to reach our goal. 
The advertisement of the Lord Jesus reads: “Strait [dif- 
ficult] is the gate, and narrow is the way, which leadeth 
unto life, and few there be that find it.” But life, honor, and 
recognition await the winners. They will be recognized 
by all the holy angels, by Jesus, and by His Father, and 
endless years in which to enjoy these honors will be theirs. 


The Mark of Self-Denial 


There is no clearer indication that the marks of Jesus 
are indelibly branded upon the Christian life than that of 
his attitude toward giving up. We don’t like to give up 
our way. What seems right to us, seems right, and we 
are loath to admit that our viewpoint might be wrong. 
What we think we know, we think we know, and we do 
not want the Lord or anyone else to tell us that we don’t 
know. Nevertheless, to bear in our lives the marks of 
Jesus, we must have humility. 

In Matt. 10: 38, 39 we find recorded the words of Jesus 


to the effect that “he that taketh not his cross, and fol- 
loweth after me, is not worthy of me. He that findeth his 
life shall lose it: and he that loseth his life for my sake 
shall find it.” It is considered a wise plan to practice self- 
denial even for the temporal good, as there is so much 
selfishness in the world. And how much greater an incen- 
tive we have, to learn to deny ourselves with eternal 
salvation at stake? The trouble with the world today is 
that people are always wanting everything they see. They 
are not willing to deny self. We can be thankful if, when 
young, we were brought up to practice self-denial. One 
hundred years ago there was less unthankfulness in the 
country than there is today; there was not so much in- 
dulgence of self. 

We should deny ourselves something every day that we 
may gain self-control. A very good article on this sub- 
ject, states: “The greatest achievement that any man can 
make is to conquer himself, to overcome his natural ten- 
dencies and correct his inherent weaknesses. ‘Know thy- 
self,’ is a good motto, and before you can command your- 
self, you must know yourself, and learn to say no to your- 
self.” Yes. We must take up our cross daily, if we would 
be Jesus’ disciple. Self-control will bring more joy and 
comfort than one can get in any other way. Just try it 
and prove to your own satisfaction that this is true. 

A man or woman who does not learn self-control is 
like “a city that is broken down and without walls,” says 
Prov. 25: 28. He who has not learned to say “No” to him- 
self, is not a Christian. He does not bear the marks of 
Jesus. The one thing that humanity needs to watch most 
of all is appetite, and God’s people can learn self-control 
by learning to govern it. 

We have already noted a number of the admirable qual- 
ities in the character of the Apostle Paul, but there still 
are other virtues which we should do well to emulate. 
One of these was clarity of vision, even when he himself 
was the object of analysis. Speaking of himself, in Phil. 
3:13, 14, he said: “Brethren, I count not myself to have 
apprehended: but this one thing I do, forgetting those 
things which are behind, and reaching forth unto those 
things which are before, I press toward the mark for 
the prize of the high calling of God in Christ Jesus.” He 
knew where he stood in the Lord’s sight. 

The assurance that he was to be a chosen vessel to bear 
the Lord’s name “before the Gentiles, and kings, and the 
children of Israel,” did not make him over-confident. He 
realized that he had not yet apprehended; he had not yet 
captured that high degree of character that would assure 
him of the sublime reward of eternal life. He was still 
working, still sacrificing, still pressing with all his 
might and main to brand the marks of the Lord Jesus 
into his very being. 

And he was realistic enough to know that he could lose 
in the struggle against the flesh, and even while preach- 
ing to others. These are his own words: “Know ye not 
that they which run in a race run all, but one receiveth 
the prize? So run, that ye may obtain. And every man that 
striveth for the mastery is temperate in all things. Now 
they do it to obtain a corruptible crown; but we an incor- 
ruptible. I therefore so run, not as uncertainly; so fight 
I, not as one that beateth the air: but I keep under my 
body, and bring it into subjection: lest that by any 
means, when I have preached to others, I myself should 
be a cast-away” (I Cor. 9: 24—27). Dr. Moffatt trans- 
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lates Paul’s words: “Every athlete practices self-restraint 
all round; but while they do it to win a fading wreath, we 
do it for an unfading. Well, I run without swerving; I do 
not plant my blows upon the empty air—no, I maul and 
master my body, in case, after preaching to other people, 
I am disqualified myself.” He branded upon himself the 
marks of the Lord Jesus Christ. 


The Mark of Service 


But what of us? Are we so living that we can reason- 
ably hope to bear fully the marks of the Lord Jesus 
Christ when He comes to claim His own? There is great 
encouragement for us in St. John’s vision of the Holy 
City. You will remember that he saw a great host of 
God’s people in the Holy City to continue their service for 
Him. “His servants shall worship him; they shall see his 
face, and his name shall be on their foreheads” (Rev. 22: 
4). That means that one day we may all be marked for 
our sacrificial service. Indeed, the record of that service 
is all that we can take along to the Judgment seat. What- 
ever we have done with our lives to bring purity and 
righteousness and healing and faith and hope and love, 
and all the other godlike, Christlike things that really 
matter, into our own lives and the lives of others—these 
will mark us as His own. 

This mark is beautifully described in Mal. 3: 16, 17 as 
a “book of remembrance”: “Then they that feared the 
Lord spake often one to another: and the Lord hearkened, 
and heard it, and a book of remembrance was written 
before him for them that feared the Lord, and that 
thought upon his name. And they shall be mine, saith the 
Lord of hosts, in that day when I make up my jewels; and 
I will spare them, as a man spareth his own son that serv- 
eth him.” What an unspeakable prize will be ours as the 
result of that mark! 

Another mark of service is beautifully pictured by 
Jesus in Matthew 25: “Then shall the King say unto them 
on his right hand, Come, ye blessed of my Father, inherit 
the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the 
world: for I was hungry, and ye gave me meat: I was 
thirsty, and ye gave me drink: I was a stranger, and ye 
took me in: naked, and ye clothed me: I was sick, and ye 
visited me: I was in prison, and ye came unto me.” But 
the majority of Jesus’ followers, never having seen their 
Lord during His earthly pilgrimage, will ask: When saw 
we thee a stranger, or naked, or sick, or in prison, and 
ministered to thee? Then the King shall answer and say: 
“Inasmuch as ye have done it unto one of the least of 
these my brethren, ye have done it unto me.” 

The righteous are humble; they are self-effacing. It is 
one of the surest marks of the character of the Lord Jesus 
Christ. Hence, they will be surprised to learn that the 
little they did during their lifetime, could possibly have 
merited such an abundant reward. Those on the left hand 
will be confident that they have done the work; neverthe- 
less, their overconfidence will not save them. They are 
bearing the mark of Cain, the mark of a murderer, the 
mark of a man who was not his brother’s keeper, the 
mark of the man who did not care; the mark of the rest- 
less wanderer of the wastelands, a man who did not do 
well; a man at whose door sin lay, and he made no effort 
to overcome it. Therefore Jesus will say to them: “Inas- 
much as ye did it not to one of the least of these, ye did it 
not unto me, ... go away into everlasting punishment.” 


The Final Conquest 


There is much truth in the words of the philosopher 
about what man has, and has not accomplished: “We have 
torn out the hearts of the mountains, and emptied the 
veins of the earth. We have stripped the forest of verdure 
and blackened the land of our birth. We have harnessed 
the floods and the lightning and swept the rocks from our 
path. We have whispered across the waters and braved 
the storms in their wrath. We have walked on the floor 
of the rivers and followed the birds to the sky; we have 
sailed in the depths of the waters where long lost galleons 
lie. We have beaten the tasks of the Titans and wedded 
the winds of our needs. We have reared up towers like 
Babel and done the mightiest deeds. We have shortened 
time and distance and narrowed the realms of space. We 
have everywhere spread dominion of the dauntless human 
race. Yea, mighty are we and drivers, of all that lives and 
delves. We have toiled and fought and mastered—but 
have yet to conquer ourselves!” 

No mark could be more vivid, or more revealing of the 
presence of the Christ-life, than the mark of self-con- 
quest. And with the help of the Word of God, and the in- 
centive provided by the hope of eternal salvation, we each 
one can secure that mark. “He that is slow to anger is 
better than the mighty, and he that ruleth his spirit than 
he that taketh a city.” And that final conquest will bring 
great reward: for, said Jesus, “To him that overcometh 
will I grant to sit with me in my throne, even as I also 
overcame, and am set down with my Father in his throne.” 





What Is Your Weight? 


How much do you weigh? What is your weight? that 
is a common every day question, and the answer is as a 
rule an immediate visit to the scale to verify if any shrink- 
age has occurred since last weighing. Some individuals, 
anxious over their health, weigh themselves daily, and a 
feeling of satisfaction pervades their being if a gain in 
weight is recorded by the scales; and on the other hand a 
gloomy foreboding if any, or much, loss has resulted. But 
in the spiritual, how many are as anxious and concerned 
about their spiritual well being and health; how many 
are anxious to weigh themselves on the scale of the Al- 
mighty—the Bible; paying a daily visit to its treasury 
and examining themselves by its powerful X-ray to see 
if they are in a healthy condition, or if they are losing 
weight, perhaps allowing the light, flimsy things of the 
world to sap the moisture of truth, and cause them to lose 
weight? In the natural, if losing weight, we seek the 
services of a physician, and he orders foods rich in flesh- 
forming material. So in the spiritual, we must inquire 
of the Great Physician who spoke as man never spoke, 
eat His flesh and drink His blood—the living out of His 
word—and we will find ourselves growing and flourishing 
like “willows by the water courses.” May it not be said 
to us in that day, “Thou art weighed in the balances and 
found wanting.” How much do you weigh? What is your 
weight? 








6 MEGIDDO MESSAGE 





Kindness Always Pays 


IVING as we do today in a world where greed, selfish- 
ness and hatred rule the masses of mankind, we as 
professed followers of Jesus Christ have a very special 
and important duty to perform daily, namely—the duty 
of always being kind to each other. 

We should petition our Heavenly Father for the 
strength that will enable us to be kind to our fellowmen, 
to be gentle and unselfish, careful to hurt no one by some 
harsh word or unlawful deed, but anxious to do good to 
all, and to make others happy. We should ask for a heart 
to feel for our brethren, and to take an interest in their 
welfare; to rejoice in their prosperity, and to feel for 
their afflictions, and then to give them all the support we 
can amidst their trials. 

How few there are who would thus dare to petition God 
each night: “Lord, deal with me tomorrow as I have this 
day dealt with others—those to whom I was harsh, and 
from malice, or to show my own superiority, exposed 
them to the utterances of my unruly tongue. One I have 
avoided; another, whom I cannot like because he dis- 
pleases me; I will not forgive, and whom I will not show 
any kindness.” And yet let us remember, that sooner or 
later, God will deal with us in a manner not to our liking 
because we have failed to obey the command to be “kind 
one to another, tenderhearted, forgiving one another, 
even as God for Christ’s sake hath forgiven you.” 

In whatever duty we may find it necessary to perform 
for ourselves or for others, we should endeavor to main- 
tain a calm, collected, and prayerful state of mind. It has 
been said that whenever we are outwardly excited we 
should cease to act; but whenever we have a message 
from the spirit within, we should execute it with calmness. 

A kind word, a gentle act, a modest demeanor, a pleas- 
ant smile are as so many seeds that we can scatter every 
moment of our lives and which will always spring up and 
bear fruit. 

Thoughtfulness and kindness are contagious. Actions 
speak louder than words. Example is better than precept 
any time. By showing love for others in our everyday life, 
by demonstrating it through actual performance, we will 
do much to encourage them to follow our example. 

If we are one who makes it a practice to be rude, to 
make what might be called “smart” remarks, to give a 
self-righteous “brush-off” to anyone whom we might con- 
sider to be farther down the ladder than ourselves, we 
may be doing more harm to the cause which we profess 
than a whole carload of Communists. 

On the other hand, one sure way of doing far-reaching 
good is to show a Christ-like courtesy to all with whom 
we may come in contact, without exceptions. We may not 
always be successful in winning an individual over to the 
right side, but we can still have the consolation that we 
set the right example by showing kindness. 

We should, in a positive, constructive manner, endeavor 
in so far as we can, to help the person who has made a 
mistake, instead of doing or saying something which 
might prove damaging to his spiritual welfare. 

It is human nature not to be willing to forgive. Be- 
cause someone has done us an injury, we allow a bitter 
feeling to arise in our heart, and will hold it against 
them for weeks and months—perhaps years. There is an 


old English proverb which says, “Forgive and Forget.” 
In a sense the forgetting part is just as important as the 
forgiving, for we can hardly be said to forgive if we dwell 
upon past injuries. 

It is true that there are times when it becomes our 
duty to show another the error of his ways. It is a Bible 
command and we must do it with firmness, but with kind- 
ness, but always with only the other person’s welfare at 
heart. 

It is possible to be both gentle and firm at one and the 
same time; to be soft-spoken even while standing up firm- 
ly for what is right; in short, to disagree without being 
disagreeable. Every follower of Christ has an obligation 
to be kind and courteous, even to his enemies. 

Loving-kindness is a divine principle and one of the 
fundamental additions recommended by Peter (II Pet. 
1:7); essential also to the “virtuous woman” or church, 
as in Prov. 31: 26; an everlasting drawing cord of our 
Heavenly Father (Jer. 31: 26); and which was the re- 
curring refrain of the Psalmist. According to Heb. 10: 
24 loving-kindness is a grace to be encouraged in addi- 
tion to good works more and more as we “see the day ap- 
proaching.” 

Being kind to each other will pay off in large dividends 
now, and will go a long way toward causing us to gain a 
greater reward in the future. So let us never forget, kind- 
ness always pays. 





Hidden Powers 


HAT is it that has made the barren earth a garden, 

that has changed the scene of man’s life from that 
of a beast level to that of workshop and office? What is 
that something, that intangible, that invisible which im- 
pels man on and on to greater heights of development? 
What else, but power? Man, in a very small measure, has 
used a little of the powers within himself; has reached 
out and tapped the remote powers of the universe, and a 
few have even touched the hidden powers of God. 

Making use of these powers, man rose out of the mists 
of time and tilled the earth, sailed the seas, made ma- 
chines, invented speech, wrote books, built cities, spoke 
across the seas, probed the atom, yes, did countless things 
to obtain the mastery of the earth, and now daringly 
ventures into outer space! One of the terms applied to our 
times is, “the age of power” and it is a fitting name for 
our day and age, for man has progressed materially and 
scientifically. 

In the creative mind of man there are hidden fires of 
energy, a potent force with buried seeds of ability. We 
marvel at the power of the mind and how its deep inner 
resources can be tapped, to result in extraordinary ac- 
complishments. Occasionally, throughout the centuries, 
some outward circumstance has touched off this power 
and gradually there was built up the whole structure of 
civilization as we see and experience it today. Yet, while 
in constant search of new and possible sources of mate- 
rial power, mankind, frail and mortal, with only a short 
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life span, has carelessly refused and overlooked God’s 
hidden powers that can give more than all else he could 
ever achieve otherwise—eternal life. 

God’s hidden power is real and potent unto salvation. 
It is hidcen because few find it. Fewer still, acquire it. 
This real and meaningful hidden power is the knowledge of 
God, and it enriches one with hope, stability, confidence. 
It equips the Truth-seeker with the talent and potential- 
ity necessary to gain endless life. It reaches the soul, glad- 
dens the heart and enlightens the understanding. Above 
all, it can restrain from sin and purify the heart. “All 
things that pertain unto life and godliness” are found in 
this power. The guiding principle of this dynamic energy 
is God’s Word. 

When once we contact the hidden power of God, we are 
in a position to recognize the hidden powers of sin that 
are within us, for Nature abhors a vacuum. As we have 
hidden powers for good that need stirring, we also have 
hidden powers of a carnal nature that need no alerting. 
These need constant watching lest like a sinister foe they 
become our master. The insidious powers of sin are 
stronger than we realize and manifest themselves in so 
many shapes and manners. It is important then to know 
and identify the hidden power of a little deceit, a little 
anger, a little self-esteem, a little stubbornness or a small 
love of approbation. They can be counteracted by the posi- 
tive forces for good which are generated by the all-power- 
ful Source above. 

When the hidden powers for good are uppermost in our 
lives, our lives are radiant with spiritual vivacity. If we 
will, we can tap the hidden and unreleased power of good 
and prove dynamos in our environment, 

We all have this hidden power. It is within our power, 
yours and mine, to release the light and stimulus to those 
around us at our will. Today, let us touch some one’s life 
with a flash of hope, of light, and they in turn, will brighten 
our day. Are there no young lives that need encourage- 
ment? Can we not show them some door of opportunity 
that stands open before them, which they cannot see in 
the dark? We all need much light to walk in the middle 
of the road. There are old lives, sometimes darkened by 
sorrow and loneliness; let’s use our dormant powers of 
good and brighten their days by a visit, by personal letter 
or spoken word of cheer, or some act of thoughtfulness. 
Touch them then, with the current of Truth, and what a 
sphere of happiness we can create. No, not tomorrow! It 
may be too late! Let’s do it today! Today and every day 
and God will not forget our labor of love. 





HOW TO DEFEND THE BIBLE 


The best way to defend a lion, shut up in a cage, is to 
let him out of it. He will then speedily devise ample and 
majestic means to defend himself. The best way to de- 
fend the Bible is to expound it. If you want to undertand 
the Bible, read it. If you want to authenticate the Bible, 
read it. If you want to study the Bible, take pains with 
it. If you want to master the Bible, wrestle with it. If 
you want to wield the Bible, get possession of it. If you 
want to enthrone the Bible, get possessed by it. If you 
want to defend the Bible, let it speak for itself. —Sel. 


lest 


| ba THESE hectic days when the duties of life seem to 
crowd upon each other in such rapid succession that 
the time seems all too short for their accomplishment, 
when each day holds its full quota with some extras 
thrown in which were not counted in the planning, we 
sometimes get tired, yes, very weary, and then the word 
“rest” sounds verily sweet to our ears. Hard-working 
people in general look forward with pleasurable antici- 
pation to a day of rest, a time when they can relax com- 
pletely and “take life easy,” which usually brings its re- 
ward in the feeling of fitness which follows. 

Physicians have learned the value of complete relaxa- 
tion in treating the various ills of the body and it is no 
uncommon occurrence for a patient to be ordered to bed 
for an extended time in order to restore the physical 
mechanism to its proper equilibrium. No doubt the high 
speed age in which we live and the tension at which we 
work create a greater necessity for the “rest cure” than 
in the days of our grandfathers, when a nervous collapse 
was almost an unheard of condition. 

When one becomes fatigued simply from a hard day’s 
work unaccompanied by worry or nervous strain, it is 
easy to recuperate the energies through “nature’s sweet 
restorer,” for “the sleep of a laboring man is sweet.” 
However, rest does not always mean inactivity, but a re- 
direction of effort, a change of outlook or occupation, a 
pleasurable pursuit, and this is what the majority of 
working people attempt when their vacation time comes, 
and some succeed so well that when vacation is over they 
are in more need of rest than when it began. 

But the rest which is most important is not for the 
body but that of which Jesus spoke—rest for the soul. To 
reach the “Haven of Rest” has been the hope of the re- 
ligious world through the ages. But what a state of spir- 
itual unrest the world is in! Go where you will, observe 
all you can, read the things being written, and you will 
realize that men are truly “walking through dry places, 
seeking rest and finding none.” With the religious teach- 
ers of the day split up into factions, one teaching Mod- 
ernism, another Fundamentalism, with irreligion and in- 
fidelity rampant, persons with religious tendencies and 
inquiring minds, with reasoning faculties alert and func- 
tioning properly, are like children tossed to and fro upon 
a troubled sea of theological discussion and human rea- 
sonings, whose waters cast up mire and dirt; then left 
stranded on the sands of doubt, perplexed and wondering 
where they are and what it is all about. Some of these 
theological pilots give special directions guaranteed to 
bring the mariner into the desired haven, but after trial 
they have been found wanting. 

So far, the real and only rest-cure for this tired, sin- 
sick world has not been tried except by a very small num- 
ber who have been directed to the Great Physician and 
have followed His instructions. Jesus knew the mind of 
the people of His day, their disposition to wander as sheep 
having no shepherd; and He likewise looked down through 
the centuries to the restlessness of our times and spoke to 
us all: “Come unto me all ye that labor and are heavy 
laden, and I will give you rest.” 
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Sounds easy, doesn’t it? Just go to Jesus and He will 
give you rest; and yet we know that rest is not a thing 
one person can give to another. That would make it an 
easy matter indeed; but in the very next sentence He re- 
verses that idea and says: “Take my yoke upon you and 
learn of me.’”’.Ah! there you have the whole prescription 
in three words—learn of me. After all, we must find rest 
through work, through learning this law of the Lord. In 
the same connection He names two very important vir- 
tues, of which He was a perfect example, which are the 
means to the end—meekness and lowliness. We can begin 
to learn when we become meek and lowly enough to ac- 
knowledge that in and of ourselves we know nothing yet 
as we ought to know it. Then by accepting the means 
provided, the pastors and teachers, with the Bible as our 
textbook, we are on the Restful Road, which Jeremiah 
calls “the old path, the good way,” and promises that if 
we walk therein we shall find rest unto our souls. Through 
learning these things we begin to see ourselves as we 
naturally are and the reasons for our restless condition. 

What were some of the chief causes of unrest and un- 
happiness in your life before you came into a knowledge 
of the truth? By a careful analysis you will find that 
pride, selfishness and ambition played a very important 
part. Personal mortification, wounded vanity, disappointed 
hopes, unsatisfied longings for the gratification of selfish 
desires, these are the old universal sources of man’s un- 
rest. Is it not obvious, then, why Jesus pointed out as two 
chief objects for attainment the exact opposites of these? 
To meekness and lowliness these things do not exist. The 
chagrin which comes unceasingly into the self-centered 
life is removed by learning meekness and lowliness. When 
one has “made himself of no reputation” as did Jesus, he 
will not be affected by what the world may think or say of 
him. When we do nothing to be seen of men, we are not 
disappointed when we do not get the praise of men. No 
unsatisfied longings nor blighted hopes come to the one 
whose affections are set on things above and not on things 
on the earth. “Water rests only when it gets to the lowest 
place. Hence, be lowly.” 

Jesus called only to those who labored and were heavy 
laden. Did you ever think what makes a heavy load? It is 
the power of gravitation. Anything which tends to lessen 
the attraction of the earth reduces the weight of a load. 
How does the yoke of Jesus make the burden light? It 
removes the attraction of the earth. By learning this wis- 
dom which is from above, which is first pure, then peace- 
able, gentle and easy to be entreated, full of mercy and 
good fruits, and applying it to every day living, it will re- 
move the attraction of that which is of the earth, earthy. 

But what about the yoke? Does not the thought of a 
yoke bring an impression of hard labor, toil? But when 
you stop and consider you will realize that a yoke is to 
make the work easier. Could the oxen draw the load in 
any other way as easily as with the yoke? Jesus knew 
what yokes were for; no doubt He had made many of 
them in the shop with His father. He knew the difference 
between a good yoke and a poor one, and He said: “My 
yoke is easy.” So, let us learn the things He learned, fol- 
low in His footsteps, remembering that He is our yoke- 
fellow and that if we would be “workers together with 
him” we must pull up equally in our end of the yoke—it 
is the backward pull that galls. Then the burden will be 
light, and truly “ye shall find rest unto your souls.” 


The Divine Presence 


ENTURIES ago an exceeding great and precious 
promise was given to Moses. The promise was this: 
“My presence shall go with thee, and I will give thee 
rest.” Although we who are living down in the closing 
years of Gentile times have never seen an angel, yet the 
promise belongs to every Christian who will lay hold 
upon it, “My presence shall go with thee, and I will give 
thee rest.” 

How miserable would one be in traveling if his journey 
were important and yet he was ignorant of the way and 
every moment liable to err! In such a case nothing would 
relieve him so much as a guide who was willing to go 
with him and show him the course he should always take. 
And his satisfaction would be in proportion to the con- 
fidence he reposed in the disposition and capacity of his 
leader. 

Nothing can equal the importance of the journey we 
are taking. Life or death, salvation or perdition depend 
upon the issue. “The way of man is not in himself: it is 
not in man that walketh to direct his steps.” If left to 
himself he will err in every step, and in the greatness of 
his folly forever go astray. Every Christian should feel 
this and pray, “Lead me in thy truth and teach me, for 
thou art the God of my salvation; on thee do I wait all 
the day.” And does God disregard his cry? No; he says, 
“T am the Lord thy God which teacheth thee to profit, 
which leadeth thee by the way that thou shouldest go.” 
This extends to doctrine, to experience, and to all his 
temporal concerns. He is not indeed to look for miracles; 
but he is under the conduct of God, and He has given no 
promise but shall be fulfilled. 

When the Children of Israel were marching to Canaan 
they had a pathless desert to go through, but they were 
free from all perplexity because they had a fiery pillar to 
regulate all their movements. We have the same. For 
“this God is our God for ever and ever: he will be our 
guide even unto death.” 

My presence shall go with thee to guard thee, and I will 
give thee rest from apprehension. A Christian has not 
only a pilgrimage but a warfare to accomplish. No sooner 
has he set his face Zionward than he has reason to ex- 
claim, “Many there be which rise up against me; many 
there be that say of my soul, There is no help for him in 
God.” And what wonder if, while without are fightings, 
within are fears? 

And how is he to prevail over them? He knows that, 
if left to himself, he must perish long before he reaches 
that better country. But he is not alone. There is one at 
his right hand who says, “Abide with me; for he that 
seeketh thy life seeketh my life; but with me thou shalt 
be in safeguard.” At the sound of this his mind is re- 
lieved, his confidence rises and he sings, “The Lord is my 
light and my salvation; whom shall I fear? The Lord is 
the strength of my life; of whom shall I be afraid?” 

My presence shall go with thee to provide for thee, and 
I will give thee rest from anxiety. The manna was not to 
be hoarded, but gathered daily; and we are to feel our 
constant dependence upon God for the supply of the 
Bread of Heaven. And is this trying? Could we wish it to 
be otherwise? 

“They that wait upon the Lord shall renew their 





February 21, 1959 


MEGIDDO 





MESSAGE 9 





strength.” “My grace is sufficient for thee.” What more 
can we desire? When we have trusted God for eternal 
things, it might be imagined that it would be easy to trust 
Him for the temporal. Temporal things are sensible and 
near and pressing, and some cases would be enough to 
awaken all their forebodings, but He has said, “I will 
never leave thee nor forsake thee.” “Fear the Lord, ye 
his saints; for there is no want to them that fear him. 
The young lions do lack, and suffer hunger: but they 
that wait upon the Lord shall not want any good thing.” 

His presence is ever a present help when every other 
creature fails. It can more than repay any loss. What 
if many do leave us because they are not of us, returning 
again to Egyptian taskmasters and a land of darkness? 
What if lover or friend or any fleshly tie or acquaintance 
hold themselves aloof from us? Though all their lamps 
have been extinguished, the Sun of Righteousness is still 
our hope. Though their streams have failed, we still have 
the Fountain of Life. 

Oh, my friend, is the consolation of God small with 
thee? In the multitude of thy thoughts within thee do not 
His comforts delight thy soul, though the fig tree shall 
not bloom, nor fruit be in the vine? Can we not look back 
through the years and say, “Because I have trusted in 
thy mercy, my heart shall rejoice in thy salvation. I will 
sing unto the Lord, because he hath dealt bountifully 
with me”? And though I come to the hour of death and 
all creatures are withdrawn, oh, what can support me in 
the prospect and above all in the experience of that event? 

Be of good courage. He who is with thee in the wilder- 
ness will be with thee in the swelling of Jordan and open 
a way through the flood and give thee a dry-shod passage 
over into the land flowing with milk and honey. He who 
has been with thee in life will be still more with thee in 
death. And therefore you may boldly say with one before 
you, “Yea, though I walk through the valley of the shadow 
of death, I will fear no evil, for thou art with me; thy 
rod and thy staff they comfort me.” 

From this hour let me never forget this blessed prom- 
ise, ‘‘My presence shall go with thee, and I will give thee 
rest.”” Let me believe it with a faith unfeigned. Let me 
ascertain my title to it. Let me plead it before the throne 
of grace. Let me apply it in my perplexities, my appre- 
hensions, my anxieties, my sorrows. Let me bind it about 
my neck and write it upon the table of my heart, that 
when I go it may lead me, when I sleep it may keep me, 
and when I awake it may talk with me. 





“When the head begins to swell, the mind stops growing.” 


“The tongue is something like a worn tire—it’s liable to 
slip if it goes too fast.” 


“In the final analysis, there is no other solution to a 
man’s problems but the day’s honest work, the day’s 
honest decisions, the day’s generous utterance, and the 
day’s good deed.” 


“See yonder dogs—how pleasantly they play, 

Toss them a bone, and love for hate makes way. 
’Tis so with friends—they are most kind and sweet, 
Till greed turns them to dogs, fighting for meat.” 


A DINNER OF TONGUES 


| hyp was the servant of a philosopher named Xanthus. 
One day his master, being desirous of entertaining 
some of his friends to dinner, ordered him to provide the 
best things that he could find in the market. Esop there- 
upon made a large provision of tongues, which he de- 
sired the cook to serve with different sauces. When 
dinner came, the first and second courses, the side dishes, 
and the removes, were all tongues. 

“Did I not order you,” said Xanthus, in a violent pas- 
sion, “to buy the best victuals which the market afforded?” 

“And have I not obeyed your orders?” said Esop. “Is 
there anything better than tongues? Is not the tongue the 
bond of civil society, the key of science, and the organ 
of truth and reason? It is by means of the tongue that 
cities are built and governments established and adminis- 
tered; with it men instruct, persuade, and preside in as- 
semblies, it is the instrument with which we acquit our- 
selves of the chief of our duties, the praising and adoring 
of the Deity.” 

“Well, then,” replied Xanthus, “go to market tomorrow 
and buy me the worst things that you can find. This same 
company shall dine with me, and I have a mind to change 
my entertainment.” 

When Xanthus assembled his friends the next day, he 
was astonished to find that Esop had provided nothing 
but the very same dishes. 

“Did I not tell you,” said Xanthus, “to purchase the 
worst things for this day’s feast? how comes it then, that 
you have placed before us the same kind of food, which, 
only yesterday, you declared to be the very best?” 

Esop, not at all abashed, replied: “The tongue is the 
worst thing in the world as well as the best; for it is the 
instrument of all strife and contentions, the fomenter of 
lawsuits, the source of division and war, the organ of 
error, of calumny, of falsehood, and even of profanity.” 

The conduct of Esop, in this affair, my young friends, 
is quite instructive. For it is certainly true, that the 
tongue, according to circumstances, may be, and is the 
best or worst thing in the world. Rightly used, it is 
the fittest organ of wisdom; wrongly used, it is the foulest 
medium of folly and wickedness. 

“For,” says the Bible, “every kind of beasts, and of 
birds, and of serpents, and of things in the sea, is tamed, 
and hath been tamed of mankind; but the tongue can 
no man tame; it is an unruly evil, full of deadly poison. 
Therewith bless we God, even the Father; and therewith 
curse we men, which are made after the similitude of God. 
Out of the same mouth proceedeth blessing and cursing. 
My brethren, these things ought not so to be.” 





If you can’t be a wave, be a ripple. 
If you can't be a forest, be a tree. 
If you can't be a rock, be a pebble; 
But the thing most important is to “Be.” 
If you can't be a king, be a peasant. 
If you can’t be an “A” then be a “Z.” 
For the joy after all is not lessened, 
If you are just the best that you can be. 
—Selected. 
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Meditations 
On the Word 


“Who shall ascend into the hill of the Lord? or who shall 
stand in his holy place? He that hath clean hands, and a pure 
heart; who hath not lifted up his soul unto vanity, nor sworn 
deceitfully. He shall receive the blessing from the Lord, and 
righteousness from the God of his salvation.” (Ps. 24: 3—5). 


In. view of the fact that God speaks to man in terms 
which man can comprehend, it is not surprising that the 
writings of the prophets abound in references to “hills” 
and “mountains.” The Israelites, inhabiting the rugged 
highlands of Palestine, could understand this, as can 
nearly every human being except, perhaps, those who 
have known nothing but vast prairies. Ancient cities 
perched atop steep mountains, for the sake of safety. 
Medieval barons built their castles on some towering 
crag, thus becoming masters of the rivers, roads and val- 
leys dominated by their view. Modern war communiques 
teem with reports of bloody fighting for this or that com- 
manding hill or ridge. The hill or mountain thus early 
became a common symbol of power. In response to this 
association of altitude with strength and safety, the an- 
cient Semitic peoples, in common with other widely sepa- 
rated races, conducted their worship on “high places,” 
even Jehovah being thus worshiped, with the admixture 
of heathen rites, until the practice was suppressed by 
Josiah, 

Thus, when we read in Hebrew poetry or prophecy of 
the hill or mountain of the Lord, we understand that the 
power of the Eternal, or those through whom He mani- 
fests His power, is meant. A typical reference is in Micah 
4:1, 2, “But in the last days it shall come to pass, that the 
mountain of the house of the Lord shall be established 
in the top of the mountains, and it shall be exalted above 
the hills; and people shall flow unto it. And many nations 
shall come, and say, Come, and let us go up to the moun- 
tain of the Lord, and to the house of the God of Jacob; 
and he will teach us of his ways, and we will walk in his 
paths: for the law shall go forth of Zion, and the word 
of the Lord from Jerusalem.” 

The house of the Lord is His faithful people, as we are 
told in Hebrews 3: 6 and I Peter 2: 5, and these have the 
promise of being co-rulers with Christ in His coming 
Kingdom. “And he that overcometh, and keepeth my 
works unto the end, to him will I give power over the na- 
tions; and he shall rule them with a rod of iron; as the 
vessels of a potter shall they be broken to shivers, even as 
I have received of my Father... .To him that overcometh 
will I grant to sit with me in my throne, even as I also 
overcame, and am set down with my Father in his throne” 
(Rev. 2: 26, 27; 3: 21). 

These, then, are the mountains of the house of the Lord 
which shall be exalted high above all other hills or powers, 
to the extent of displacing them completely; and from 
them will issue righteous laws, inflexibly enforced, which 
shall transform the world and fulfill the purpose of the 


Almighty to fill it with His glory (Num. 14: 21). 

“And he shall judge among many people, and rebuke 
strong nations afar off: and they shall beat their swords 
into plowshares, and their spears into pruninghooks: na- 
tion shall not lift up a sword against nation, neither shall 
they learn war any more. But they shall sit every man 
under his vine and under his fig tree; and none shall make 
them afraid: for the mouth of the Lord of hosts hath 
spoken it” (Micah 4:3, 4). 

A high honor indeed, and one to be greatly coveted; but 
it has its price. Good things do not come cheap, and cheap 
things are seldom good. “To him that overcometh,” and 
no other, is the promise given. No one may claim it by 
accident of birth; riches, a great intellect, a fair person- 
ality—none of these are legal tender for its purchase. A 
complete surrender, a devoted life in the service of the 
Lord is the only coin which will be recognized. 

Compared with the reward at the end, the price is ab- 
surdly small; considering the inferiority and perversity 
of the natures which we must subdue, it proves too high 
for most of those who undertake the task. In view of 
man’s savage, predatory background, the miracle is that 
he ever aspires to the heights or talks of mercy, right- 
eousness and peace; nor would he, except for Divine in- 
tervention and instruction when he had reached.the prop- 
er cultural and intellectual level. Those pioneer spokes- 
men of the Eternal—angels first, inspired men later— 
have never received due credit for their work as the fa- 
thers of civilization. 

“Who shall ascend into the hill of the Lord?” Yes, every 
step of the way to the goal is uphill, a constant ascent. 
On the road to the Eternal City there are no down grades, 
no places to coast. A constant pressure is required, and 
the winds of adversity and temptation will buffet us all 
the way to the top, until we win through to the shelter 
of the walls of that “city which is set upon a hill.” On the 
other hand, the view from the heights grows better and 
better, the vision of our goal clearer and brighter. 

The answer to the Psalmist’s question is the familiar 
note of the Eternal’s trumpet, the age-old, unchanging 
insistence upon individual righteousness. “He that hath 
clean hands and a pure heart.” Perhaps the order of 
these virtues should be reversed, for it is by purity of the 
heart that the hands become clean. With increasing clean- 
ness of hands comes increasing strength to continue the 
good work (Job 17:9), so the process is a circle, but a 
circle ever beset by adverse and disruptive forces, re- 
quiring constant renewal of the driving force. We repeat, 
there is no such thing as coasting to victory. 

The man whose heart becomes perfectly pure shall, 
as his crowning reward, see the face of his Creator (Matt. 
5:8), and through perfect cleanness of hands he will go 
from strength to strength, from the glory of the mortal 
to that of the immortal nature, until he shall, with his fel- 
low overcomers, escape the limitations of space and time, 
endowed with power to come and go with the freedom of 
the wind, to “mount up with power as eagles; ... run, and 
not be weary; and they shall walk, and not faint” (Isa. 
40:31). 

The parallel passage, Psalm 15: 1, 2, is well worth read- 
ing in this connection: “Lord, who shall abide in thy 
tabernacle? who shall dwell in thy holy hill? He that 
walketh uprightly, and worketh righteousness, and speak- 
eth the truth in his heart.” 
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Your Questions Answered 


PERSONAL 


BIBLICAL 


Do you have a question? Personal replies to Biblical questions 
will be sent to any correspondent, and counsel will be offered on 
problems pertaining to the spiritual life. The ME&GIDDO MESSAGE 
will publish only the most helpful discussions for the benefit of 
other readers. No names shall be mentioned. 


Was the Kingdom of God set up on the day of Pentecost? 


When the Kingdom of God is fully set up, Christ Jesus 
will be the supreme King, and His Kingdom will extend 
over all the earth. The promise was given to Mary before 
His conception concerning Jesus and His reign, He is to 
have the throne of His father David; He is to reign over 
the whole earth, and His Kingdom shall be forever. 

At Pentecost the early church, which consisted of but a 
few members, received power from on high, and evange- 
lism began on a large scale. This could not be said to be 
the real Kingdom of God that is to be established with the 
return of Christ. It was the beginning of the proclama- 
tion of the gospel and the Kingdom message on a large 
scale. 


Does Joshua 21: 43 teach that the entire promises made to 
Abraham were fulfilled then? 


The fulfillment of the promises to Israel upon their en- 
trance and possession of the promised land was but a 
small part of what Abraham had been promised. Part of 
the promise to Abraham is expressed in Gen. 22: 18, “And 
in thy seed shall all the nations of the earth be blessed; 
because thou hast obeyed my voice.” This was not fulfilled 
when Israel possessed the land of Canaan. We are in- 
formed by Paul in Gal. 3: 8, 16, 18, how that these prom- 
ises are fulfilled in Christ, for all who believe. The na- 
tions are blessed by being hearers and doers of the gospel 
of Christ, and the final blessing will come when He re- 
turns and establishes His Kingdom (Rev. 22: 14). 


Is it possible to contact the Father except through and by 
Christ? 


Jesus, Himself, gives the answer, “I am the way, the 
truth, and the life: no man cometh unto the Father, but 
by me” (John 14: 6). We read also in John 1: 11, 12, “He 
came unto his own, and his own received him not. But 
as many as received him, to them gave he power to be- 
come the sons of God, even to them that believe on his 
name.” This teaches that those who did not receive Him, 
those who did not believe on Him did not receive the 
power to become the sons of God. We find no provision 
for anyone who rejects Christ. When Moses foretold the 
birth of Christ he said that if anyone should not hear 
this Prophet he would be cut off from the people. And this 
was the downfall of the Jewish nation, they would not be- 
lieve Christ, therefore were rejected. 


Please explain Isaiah 25: 7. What is this covering cast over 
all people, and when is it to be destroyed? 


This beautiful prophecy points forward to Christ as 
Paul clearly indicates in II Cor. 3. Paul refers to the old 
covenant which Moses made with the Israelites. “But,” he 
says, “their minds were hardened; for to this day, when 
they read the old covenant, that same veil remains un- 
lifted, because only through Christ is it taken away. Yes, 
to this day whenever Moses is read a veil lies over their 
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minds; but when a man turns to the Lord the veil is re- 
moved” (vs. 14, 15). The Mosaic Law was merely a 
schoolmaster to bring Israel to Christ, to lead them on 
to something better. But the Jews were so satisfied with 
the law, with its tedious rites and ceremonies and sacri- 
fices, that the Law became a veil which blinded them to 
the better covenant established by Christ. Of those who 
accepted Christ, Paul says, “We all, with unveiled face, 
beholding the glory of the Lord, are being changed into 
his likeness from one degree of glory to another” (v. 18, 
R.S.V.). 


What is your belief concerning the immaculate conception 
and the Virgin birth? 


The Bible says nothing about the immaculate concep- 
tion, which is a dogma of the Roman Catholic Church, 
teaching that Mary, the mother of Jesus, was preserved 
from every taint of sin from before her birth. This teach- 
ing the church gets wholly from tradition, which they ad- 
mit is its origin, and which we do not accept. 

The Virgin birth has reference to the birth of Christ, 
who was born of the Virgin Mary. We read: “Now the 
birth of Jesus Christ was on this wise: When as his 
raother Mary was espoused to Joseph, before they came 
together, she was found with child of the Holy Spirit... . 
And [Joseph] knew her not till she had brought forth her 
firstborn son” (Matt. 1:18, 25). 


Do the Scriptures say that the Old Testament’s law and 
ordinances were taken out of the way and nailed to Christ’s 
cross to make place for the New Testament? 


Paul expressed this idea in Col. 2: 14, “Blotting out the 
handwriting of ordinances that was against us, which 
was contrary to us, and took it out of the way, nailing it 
to his cross.” It is quite evident that the laws and ordi- 
nances of the old dispensation came to an end with the 
death of Christ on the cross, for at that time the veil of 
the temple was rent and the holy of holies was exposed 
to the view of the public. It was an act of God, demon- 
strating to the people the end of the old era and the be- 
ginning of the new. 





THE BIBLE 


“The Holy Book I’d rather own, 
Than all the gold and gems 
That e’er in monarch’s coffers shone, 
Than all their diadems. 


“Nay, were the seas one chrysolite, 
The earth one golden ball, 
And diamonds all the stars of night, 
This Book were worth them all. 


“Ah, no, the soul ne’er found relief 
In glittering hoards of wealth, 
Gems dazzle not the eye of grief, 
Gold cannot purchase health. 


“But here a blessed balm appears 
To heal the deepest woe, 

And those who read this Book in tears, 
Their tears shall cease to flow.” 
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Cems of Life for Youth 


CONCENTRATION 


“The Eternal says: ... seek me, and you shall 
find me; when you seek for me with all your heart.” 


ig THIS day, when so many things are clamoring 
for attention, the first law of success may be 
said to be concentration. We must learn to bend 
our energies to one point, and to go directly to 
that point, looking neither to the right nor to the 
left. 


The great men of every age who have had the 
arduous task to shape human destiny have been 
men of one idea impelled by resolute energy. Take 
those names that are historic, and, with the excep- 
tion of a few great creative minds, you find them 
to be men who are identified with some one achieve- 
ment upon which their life force was spent. A 
man may have the most dazzling talents, but if 
they are scattered upon many objects he will ac- 
complish nothing. Strength is like gunpowder: to 
be effective it needs concentration and aim. The 
marksman who aims at the whole target will sel- 
dom hit the center. The man who would get along 
must single out his specialty, and into that must 
pour the whole stream of his activity—all the 
energies of his hand, eye, tongue, heart, and brain. 
And the task of self-mastery, which is the only 
key to salvation is so tremendous that those who 
succeed are, of necessity, persons of one dominant 
idea. 


Beginners in life are perpetually complaining 
of the disadvantages under which they labor; but 
it is an indisputable fact that more persons fail 
from a multiplicity of pursuits and pretensions 
than from a poverty of resources. “The one pru- 
dence in life,” says a shrewd American essayist, 
“is concentration. Everything is good which drives 
us home to add one stroke of faithful work.” The 
gardener does not suffer the sap to be driven into 
a thousand channels merely to develop a myriad 
of profitless twigs. He prunes the branches, and 
leaves the vital juices to be absorbed by a few 
vigorous, fruit-bearing branches. 


Momentum in physics, if properly directed, will 
drive a tallow candle through an inch board. Just 
so will oneness of aim and the direction of the en- 
ergies to a single pursuit. The general who scat- 
ters his soldiers all about the country insures de- 
feat; so does he whose attention is diffused 
through innumerable channels, so that it cannot 
gather in force on any one point. The human mind, 
in short, resembles a burning glass, whose rays 
are intense only as they are concentrated. As the 


glass burns only when its rays are converged to a 
focal point, so the former only when it is di- 
rected to a solitary object. What is more power- 
less than the scattered clouds of steam as they rise 
to the sky? They are as impotent as the dew- 
drop that falls nightly upon the earth; but con- 
centrated and contained in a steam boiler they are 
able to cut through solid rock and to hurl moun- 
tains into the sea. 


It is the lack of concentration and wholeness 
which distinguishes the shabby, half-hearted, and 
blundering—the men who make the mob of life— 
from those who win victories. By dividing his 
time among too many objects, a man of genius 
often becomes diamond dust instead of diamond. 
The time spent by many persons in profitless, de- 
sultory reading would, if concentrated upon a 
single line of study—as of the Holy Book—have 
made them able students of the Author of Di- 
vinity ! 

We are often compelled to a choice of acquisi- 
tions, for there are some things the possession of 
which is incompatible with the possession of 
others, and the sooner this truth is known and rec- 
ognized the better the chances of success and hap- 
piness. How wise is he who chooses, not only the 
highest quality of good, but that good which is 
the most lasting as well. God’s matchless offer of 
endless life is just that. Much material good must 
be forgone if we would attain the highest degree 
of moral excellence, and many spiritual joys that 
we can never know if we resolve at all risks to 
win great material advantages. To indulge in sen- 
sual gratifications, and yet demand health, 
strength, and vigor; to live for self, and yet to 
look for the joys that spring from a virtuous and 
self-denying life—is to ask for impossibilities. 
Here again the wisest choice is to concentrate 
one’s powers on the loftiest aim, the best that life 
can yield for an assurance of “eternity of being” 
amid eternity of joys. 

If Christian endeavor be your aim, remember 
the words of that noblest of young men, the Gali- 
lean Preacher: “strain every nerve” to enter into 
the Kingdom of God. Cultivate this habit of con- 
centration if you would succeed; make it a second 
nature. 


It becomes, then, of importance to be sure we 
have started right in the race for distinction. 
Every beginner in life should strive early to as- 
certain the strong faculty of his mind or body fit- 
ting him for some special pursuit, and direct his 
utmost energies to bring it to perfection that he 
may achieve the best things that—not only life 
but—the universe can give. 
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